
Growing Old in
America?

This Pod’s for You!

IN THIS EPISODE
Why do some elderly patients on Medicare struggle to get the health care they
need? What are some of the dangers of Medicare Advantage?Join Casey
Hobbs, RN, director of nursing at a Northern California retirement community
and co-creator/co-host of the popular podcast NurseTalk, and host Brenda
Gazzar, to learn exactly what expenses senior Americans are on the hook for. In
this second podcast of two, Hobbs explains some important gaps in health
insurance coverage and why she sometimes has to fight tooth and nail for her
patients.

SHOW NOTES

WE DISCUSS
What costs does Medicare cover for your patients, and what do
they have to cover on their own?



“Most people think Medicare pays for assisted living – [it] does not. Memory care - [it]
does not. Medicare pays for acute hospitalization, skilled nursing and outpatient
services. So physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, blood draw, x-rays
MRIs, all of that's outpatient. All of that's paid for by Medicare. Okay. Medicare does not
ever pay for housing so being in a skilled nursing facility for the rest of your life, Medicare
does not pay. You pay.

“So the bulk of your old age is paid for by you, by the money you have…” – Casey
Hobbs, RN

Talk about Medi-Cal.

Medi-Cal is for people who are poor…there are lots of doctors who won't take it. There
are lots of hospitals who don't want it. There are lots of facilities who won't take it. And is
your care as good?... so you're a young doctor and you've got a ton of debt. Who are
you going to treat? You’re going to treat Medi-Cal where you get less reimbursement?
[Or] you're going to treat (a patient with) Medicare. You're going to treat Medicare. Are
you going to treat … (a patient with) private insurance? Yeah, you're going to take that.”
– Casey Hobbs, RN

What about Medicare Advantage?

“...Medicare Advantage…what they want to do is rob Medicare. They want that billions of
dollars because they want to make money off it. Okay. They don't care about you and
they don't care about you certainly when you're older. So please be clear…They have
billions of dollars and they want billions more. – Casey Hobbs, RN

Helpful Links
How Continuing Care Retirement Communities Work
AARP

Nursing Home Costs in 2022
SeniorLiving.org

https://www.aarp.org/caregiving/basics/info-2017/continuing-care-retirement-communities.html
https://www.seniorliving.org/nursing-homes/costs/


California’s Reboot of Troubled Medi-Cal Puts Pressure on Health Plans
California Healthline

California Handed Its Medicaid Drug Program to One Company. Then Came
a Corporate Takeover.
California Healthline

A Dozen Facts About Medicare Advantage in 2020
Kaiser Family Foundation

Medicare Advantage's cost to taxpayers has soared in recent years,
research finds
NPR

Can Medicare Advantage Reforms Save the Trust Fund?
Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget

What Are the Medicare Guidelines for Inpatient Rehabilitation?
Healthline

Medicare Advantage Information for Dual Eligible Beneficiaries
Department of Health Care Services, State of California

Episode Transcript

Read the episode transcript.

https://californiahealthline.org/news/article/californias-reboot-of-troubled-medi-cal-puts-pressure-on-health-plans/
https://californiahealthline.org/news/article/california-medicaid-centene-magellan-drug-program-overbilling-states/
https://californiahealthline.org/news/article/california-medicaid-centene-magellan-drug-program-overbilling-states/
https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/a-dozen-facts-about-medicare-advantage-in-2020/#:~:text=Nearly%20two%2Dthirds%20(61%25),in%20regional%20PPOs%20in%202020.
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/11/11/1054281885/medicare-advantage-overcharges-exploding
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/11/11/1054281885/medicare-advantage-overcharges-exploding
https://www.crfb.org/blogs/can-medicare-advantage-reforms-save-trust-fund
https://www.healthline.com/health/medicare/medicare-guidelines-for-inpatient-rehabilitation#takeaway
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/provgovpart/Pages/Medicare-Advantage-Information-for-Dual-Eligible-Beneficiaries--.aspx
https://heal-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Transcript-Casey-Hobbs-2.pdf


Guest Biography
Casey Hobbs, RN, found her passion for nursing while in her early twenties. For
the past 40 years she has served as both an RN, Manager and Director in
hospitals, home care and hospice and is currently the Director of Nursing for a
large healthcare organization in Northern California.

Casey has always maintained “laughter is the best medicine.” In 2009 Casey,
along with Entertainment Producer Pattie Lockard created a national radio
and podcast program called Nurse Talk which ran for 10 years.  She is also a
public speaker and spokesperson for her profession and is a fierce advocate for
patients and Medicare for All.

To learn more about Nurse Talk and/or Casey Hobbs speaker topics visit:
Casey Hobbs, RN, Talk Radio Host, Speaker and Nurse Talk.

Get Involved / Take Action

Subscribe to Code WACK! to catch all our weekly podcast episodes.

Let Governor Newsom know that you support single-payer health care in
California.

Tell your state senator and assembly member to work with the governor to
implement single payer and save California $500 billion in healthcare costs
over the next 10 years!

Subscribe to HEAL California for health policy news with a California focus

Join Healthy California Now - a coalition working toward a California
single-payer system. Individual and organizational memberships available.

https://nursetalksite.com/caseyhobbsspeaker/
https://nursetalksite.com
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/code-wack/id1481277629
https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/
https://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
https://heal-ca.org/take-action/
https://healthyca.org/join/

