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IN THIS EPISODE
Does the type of insurance you have really make a difference in the care
you get? If the goal is healthcare equity, can America's multi-payer system
ever deliver? Listen as guest Dr. Paul Y. Song, radiation oncologist and
president of Physicians for a National Health Program - California, joins host
Brenda Gazzar to pull back the curtain on the inequities baked into our
healthcare system. Does expanding Medi-Cal to more people do any good, when
so few doctors accept it? What's the most equitable and efficient health
insurance in the U.S.? And how could we make Medicare better?

SHOW NOTES

WE DISCUSS
What big weakness in U.S. healthcare was revealed by COVID-19?

“COVID, as you mentioned, has exposed…a big reliance on employer-sponsored
health care, and we know the millions of Americans who lost their jobs because
things shut down during the pandemic subsequently lost their health care.” –
Paul Song, MD

https://codewack.libsyn.com/


Is expanding Medi-Cal really an answer?

“...there are far too few specialists that are willing to see Medi-Cal patients
because the reimbursement is so low and as an oncologist, I've seen far too
many patients present with really advanced cancers, where had they gotten the
timely diagnosis and intervention earlier on – we're talking, sometimes it's taken
them up to a year to get the proper diagnosis and the workup – they've gone
from potentially a curable situation into more of a terminal situation... – Paul
Song, MD

What about Medicare? Could we make it better?

“...the government…in taking care of people over the age of 65… has a much
higher risk pool of people that have more medical illness and problems. In spite
of that, it does a better job of controlling costs. But imagine if … you and I, and
people under the age of 40 could enroll in Medicare. I'd rather pay a monthly
premium to Medicare to help spread out the risk and provide a cash infusion to
seniors instead of giving it to some for-profit entity that only makes money by
denying care.” – Paul Song, MD

Helpful Links
Lobbyists swarm Capitol to influence health reform. The Center for Public
Integrity

California’s Reboot of Troubled Medi-Cal Puts Pressure on Health Plans.
Kaiser Health News

Racial and Ethnic Disparities In Employer-Sponsored Health Coverage.
American Bar Association

https://publicintegrity.org/health/lobbyists-swarm-capitol-to-influence-health-reform/
https://khn.org/news/article/californias-reboot-of-troubled-medi-cal-puts-pressure-on-health-plans/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/health-matters-in-elections/racial-and-ethnic-disparities-in-employer-sponsored-health-coverage/


Average family premiums for employer-based health insurance have
jumped 47% in the last decade, outpacing wage growth and inflation.
CNBC

Survey: 60% of Americans support Medicare expansion strategies.
Med-City News

Episode Transcript
Read the full episode transcript.
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Get Involved / Take Action
Join Physicians for a National Health Program (PNHP) to support a national
campaign to improve and expand Medicare to all residents of the U.S.

Join the CalCare Campaign (National Nurses United) to join the fight for
single payer and AB1400, the Guaranteed Health Care for All Act

Subscribe to HEAL California for health policy news with a California focus

Join Healthy California Now - a coalition working toward a California
single-payer system. Individual and organizational membership available.

Join Health Care for All California to keep up with local actions to support
California single-payer health care.

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/11/11/premiums-for-employer-health-insurance-have-jumped-47percent-in-10-years.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/11/11/premiums-for-employer-health-insurance-have-jumped-47percent-in-10-years.html
https://medcitynews.com/2021/06/survey-60-of-americans-support-medicare-expansion-strategies/
https://heal-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Transcript-Paul-Song-2-Jan-2022.pdf
https://heal-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/PSongBio1.pdf
https://pnhp.org/join-or-renew-your-membership-in-pnhp/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13E6rye0NCpuDMZtNZcDnX6ZOq63MHWcykdvbnewN9no/edit
https://heal-ca.org/take-action/
https://healthyca.org/join/
https://healthcareforall.org/

